THE PUBLIC TREASURY
1914-1918 in remarkably sound financial condition. Un-
less prewar conditions are radically changed, why, there-
fore, are improvements not to be expected? The answer
is foreign interference. The story of foreign activities in
Turkey is a sori^v one. Cabinet ministers have been cor-
rupted into betraying their country's patrimony. Even
attempts at reform have been repressed by the powers,
because a strong Turkey was the last thing they desired.
How could the country be expected to be honorable and
progressive when the so-called " civilized" powers were
doing their best to despoil it? Du Velay vividly de-
scribes the situation:
In Turkey, in contradistinction to other countries,
the government is not at liberty to act, to innovate, to
reform. For example, the regime of the capitulations
prevents the adaptation to the Ottoman fiscal system
of a multitude of new ideas in the matter of taxes.
When Turkey wants to inaugurate a license law diplo-
matic protests are heard immediately from all quarters
if foreigners are subject to the general law. When it
is desired to raise the taxes on alcohol and thus secure
revenues which would easily exceed 20,000,000 francs,
the interests of certain powers get alarmed, set diplom-
acy into operation, and the status quo is maintained.
The creation of the smallest monopoly, like one for
matches or cigarette paper, does not fail to bring forth
objections. In a word, the government is accused of
not paying its employees, of being at the end of its re-
sources, of contracting too many loans, yet, those who
make these accusations are the first to oppose the re-
forms which might put an end to the distress of the
public treasury. On the question of railroads, what
battles, what competition among the Powers! One
wants to secure a zone in which it will be absolutely at
liberty to build or not to build railroads. Moreover, it
will manifest its high, displeasure at the construction
of lines even outside the sphere of influence which has
been allotted to it. Besides, when conflicts arise be-
tween rival countries the unsuccessful candidates de-

